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Quebec, under date of August, 1893, which points towards the existence 
of an intrigue as between Mercier and other Canadians on the one hand 
and certain prominent Eastern Americans on the other in favor of a 
declaration of Canadian independence as a prelude, perhaps, to conti- 
nental union. Colonel Denison's chapters on the Red River expedi- 
tion (chapters iii and iv) and on the career of the Imperial Federal 
League in Canada are of use to students of contemporary history as 
containing material not readily accessible elsewhere. It is noticeable 
that the book has been very quietly received in Canada and seems to 
have excited less antagonism in certain quarters than might have been 
expected. It may be that in the rapid movement of current events 
many of the issues on which Colonel Denison dwells in controversial 
fashion are already drifting into the history of the past. The author's 
style, as in his Soldiering in Canada and other works, is lucid, direct 
and entirely free from literary affectation or pose. 

S. L. 



Colonization: A Study of the Founding of New Societies. By Albert 
Galloway Keller, Professor of the Science of Society in Yale 
University. (Boston: Ginn and Company. 1908. Pp xii, 630, 
Maps.) 

The author in this somewhat bulky volume essays to provide a text- 
book for the study of colonization. The treatise opens with a pre- 
liminary chapter on definition and classification, followed by a descrip- 
tion of some colonial efforts of the simpler type, including a brief survey 
of the colonization of the Chinese, the peoples of antiquity and the 
medieval Italian states. The greater part of the volume is devoted to an 
account of Portugese and Spanish activities; considerable space is also 
given to the labors of the Dutch as effected through their companies. 
The work closes with chapters on the establishments of the Scandi- 
navians, the Italian and the Germans. The lack of any reference to Eng- 
lish and French colonization at once arrests attention, but the author in 
his introduction has attempted to anticipate criticism by stating that 
he has passed over these topics because of the necessary lengthening of 
his task and his unreadiness for it. It is exceedingly doubtful if any 
such reason be sufficient for the omission from such a work of all mention 
of the colonial activities of the two nations most successful in this field. 
Without further investigation the student unfamiliar with the subject 
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would gain from the present volume only such impressions as the mis- 
fortunes of the more inapt and less fortunate nations naturally convey. 
The sole chance of seeing the brighter side of colonial effort is in the dis- 
cussion of the Dutch establishments, and there again the reader per- 
ceives for the greater part the reign of corporate monopoly and the suffer- 
ings of the native races under such a regime. The lessons to be learned 
from a knowledge of the better development of the English system as 
illustrated in the self-governing establishments and the crown colonies 
are entirely missing. In this sense the volume does not satisfy, as it 
affords only a one-sided, somewhat distorted, view of the many problems 
connected with colonization. Of course, were it written for a scholar 
conversant with the subject this criticism would not hold. 

The distribution of the material into chapters is in several instances 
not well made; the chapter devoted to colonization of the simpler type 
might well have been divided; that portion of the ninth chapter relating 
to Cuba, Puerto Rico and the Philippines should also constitute a separate 
chapter. Again in the fourteenth chapter Italian and German under- 
takings are thrown together, which arrangement is not complimentary 
to either people. 

In his discussion of colonization of the simpler type, the author empha- 
sizes the difference between the characteristic features of ancient and 
modern colonization, and points out that few colonists before the age of 
the Portugese settled outside of their native climatic zone; that, there- 
fore, the establishments of ancient and medieval times were not obliged 
to overcome the difficulties due to change of climatic conditions, and 
consequently the matter of sanitation and hygiene did not seriously 
affect their life; none of the problems connected with tropical colonization 
of the modern era were present. The brief reference to Chinese coloni- 
zation is interesting and the account of the Scandinavian colonies is 
wholesome. The description of the efforts of the Germans is useful, if 
not complimentary. The story of the Portugese, Spanish and Dutch 
colonial empires, to which the most space is devoted is well known; 
it seems carefully worked out, but in view of the previous labors of others 
in these fields it naturally cannot contain anything very novel. 

The volume closes rather abruptly; it seems to lack a final chapter 
surveying the field it covers and summarizing the conclusions of the 
author. The references in the footnotes afford opportunity to study the 
points involved at greater length; the bibliography, as stated, is based 
more on treatises than on sources; but, even so, some well-known titles 
are omitted. The maps are certainly a great advantage and facilitate 
the understanding of the text. 
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In its entirety the volume is a good introduction to the subject, but 
the reader cannot form from it a fair judgment on the advisability of 
colonial effort until he shall have also read something of the methods of 
colonial administration employed by the English and the French. The 
author might well meet this objection by supplementing his present 
work with another volume treating of the undertakings of these peoples, 
but he would then practically be duplicating that which already exists. 

Henry C. Morris. 



The Government of European Cities. By William Bennett Munro. 
(New York: The Macmillan Company. 1909 Pp. ix, 409.) 

Professor Munro has written a clear and accurate account of the 
structure and operation of municipal government in France, Prussia 
and England. His work is not only a description of the municipal 
organization, but also a study of the practical operation of government. 
The book is primarily a study in administration, and does not profess 
to consider fully the subject of municipal functions; it is a study of 
the broad features of municipal organization and administration, with 
useful and interesting comparisons of conditions in the three countries 
studied, and of these countries with the United States. Emphasis has 
been placed upon the relations of municipal authorities with the central 
government and the discussion of this subject is especially satisfactory. 
The author purposely leaves aside any discussion of the extent to which 
foreign cities have assumed the ownership or operation of public utili- 
ties, and he discusses only incidentally the municipal financial systems. 
He treats primarily the structure of government and the general methods 
of conducting administrative work, and in this field he has written a 
scholarly and useful work. 

Professor Munro's book fills a distinct space in the literature of muni- 
cipal government, for little was before available in English of the 
material which he has presented. Mr. Albert Shaw's works attempted 
little in the way of discussing the general administrative organization. 
The author's discussions are fuller and more satisfactory than those in 
Ashley's Local and Central Government, and his accounts of English and 
French city governments are more satisfactory than those in the 
Schriften des Vereins ftir Social-politik (vol. 123). 

Especial attention should be called to the author's full citation of 



